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Construction industry benefitting
with need for secure dispensary facilities

By Ken Dixon Inside
Months befi w is-based » The legality of medical
products will reach patients, Connect- marijua.na: A chicken or egg

ieut’s new medical-marijuana industry
has already ereated hundreds of jobs — in problem. AS
comstruction.

Brian &, Pounds/staff photographer
David Lipton, managing partner of Advanced Grow Labs, stands by the vault where medicinal marijuana will be stored

Medical pot
R brlng]ng JObS

licenses in January, an
#20 million has been committed to the
West Haven, Watertown, Portland and

Former factories are being fig
ured into secure pharmaceutical facilities
for the growing, harvesting, curing and
preparation of various strains of marijua-  Simsbury buildings that in a few weels
na that should be delivered to the state's will begin growing thousands of pounds
dispensaries by early fall. of podt,

Since the state awarded four marijuana See Dispensaries on AS

From seed to pharmaceutical
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seed or by taking 18 hows of light and | to flowering rooms, | harvest takes
cuttings from adult | sk hows of darkmess | where buds will be
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Ad d Grow Labs medicinal
marijuana growing lamlllal being
constructed at 400 l“ronfme Road in

Dispensaries lead to construction jobs

Comtimued from AT

“As faras we know, folks ave
busy building out facilities, getting
reacly to produce produet,” De-
partment of Consumer Protection
Commissioner William M. Ru-
benstein said in a recent interview,
“They have six months to beoome
operitional.”

Tna West Haven industrial zone
paraliel to Interstate 05, David
Lipton, manv@ngrf&n ner of the
Fairfield-based Advanced Grow
Labe, is supervising the conver-
siom af 26,000 square fect of space
that will house sterile laboratories,
hemvily lighted grow areas and
budding moms that will promate
marijuana Flowers, the part of the
plant with the highest concentra-
tiom of active ingredients,

Druring a tour of the sprawling,
noisy one-story building kast week,

iari i ch

\éd

Indica Sativa
» Short plant » Tafler plant
that creates a known for

relaxing feeling praducing an
wEasiertogrow  ENenietic high

 Canflowering " Canflowerin
AT ek 101012 weeks.

Most strains ara a mix of both types.

huilding permit and then the con-
struction began and in abowt seven
weeks we've completed an incred-
ible amount of work here,” Lipton

sheet-rock experts and other sub-
eontractors worked to transform
the space. The biggest construction
surprise came, Lipton said, when
his structural engineer announced
the roof wasn't strong enough to
support the heavy-duty HVAC
expuipment needed to create an
optimal growing climate, as well
as the planned cedlings and rows of
row lights.

Steel roof beams have since been
reanforced to handle the antici-
pated load and special, moisture-
resistant sheetrock will line the
walls.

Advanced Grow Labs is ane of
aseries of new projects that are
bringing economic growth, said
Joseph A, Riceio I, commissioner
of development for West Haven.

Last year, city building permits
brought in $800,000 to the city,
but in the first five months of this
vear, the total has already topped
s million,

He said the medical marfjuana
industry is obviously fostering
jobes while the region still recovers
from the recession.

“This is & good hoost for trades-
mien,” he sabd during a phone in-
terview last week, "Every johis a

Grawlng taxes

said. “Hopefully, within the next
ferw wieaka we will complede some
mare and by early July, mid-fuly
we will be done with construc-
tion™

From there it will be about 90
days to harvest.

W know we're doing the right
thing here," said Lipton, adding

Hirian &, Poundssstatl ahotograahar

Production Manager Klans Polttila, left, and Managing Partner David Lipton at the Advanced Grow Labs

that it may be .
his multi-million-dollar invest-
ment is recouped. *We'll do our
best to make the best product, This
i longterm husiness, [mean,
how often do you see a start-up
pharmaceutical cormpary threaten
Big Pharma?™

High-end kitchen

Liptom's grower, Klaus Poll-
tila, standing near what will be
employee locker rooms, looked
araund al the building renova-
tioms and thought of the future,

“Growing is the easy part,”
Palttila said. "Omee the construe-
tiom is done, we'll rTamp up very
quickly.”

Other rooms will be used for
drying and curing marijuana.
The front entrance near Front-
age Road features hullet-proof
rlass and a security nerve center.
Toward the back of the building,
in a room with a large walk-in
safe, will be the kitchen, where
the meduml gﬂde cannabiz will

I|as umesled about 2.5 mul]m

d up in a process unique
to the nation. An outside labora-

in
emploving dosens uf\kurlm‘s ata
time, from structural and mechan-
scal engineers, to steel fabiicators
o shept-rock installers, tapers,
masons, electricians and plumb

tory will | 100 test
batehes to assure they contain the
percentage of setive ingredients
allowed in state regulations.

The marijuana will be pack-
.ngnl fior secure eleliv Ty 1o The six

ers. Those

i i, While

medical growing facility being constructed at 400 Frontage Road in West Haven.

storing market-ready material.

Rulby, whi heads the state
rowers’ association, sald his
commpany las invested about $8
nilliom, neardy half of the estimat-
ed g20 million the four producers
have spent for the initial phases of
aperations.

O a recent day, Ruby counted
3 murkm:un «m-,umlmlmg

Waorker's fom and pay-
roll taxes for the state.

“There's definitely a positive
effiect on Uhe economy,” he saird,
nckdinyg various building and work
permits from West Haven gener-

el 1 dried will
be ready to be smoked, Lipton is
planning a variety of olher prod-
ucts, Extracting machines in the
Kitchen will remove chemically
active oils from marijuana for use

#lectric ung

“Tt's ying wedl,” Ruby said ina
phone interview, “Our team that
we pul together has heen incred
ibly diligent, The construction

ated revenue for the city and that in smokekess vaporizers, baked company has been on-time and on-
onee upand running, the company  goods and topical salves, tudget during every single phazse.
will albse pay personal property Thirty-two miles to the north,  And we couldn't be happier with
taxes, in a hilltop Watertown industrial  local building inspectors, fire, po.

It was on Advanced Grow Labs'  park near Route 8, Ethan Ruby, lice, Couldn't be happier. Patients
eold, then: cmplymannl‘amlnng CEOof Theraplant, is supervising  should have product by the end of
oo, that Go\ A similar oA 63.000-  thesummer.”
Dannel P, Malloy i foot building, about half of
fiour producers who had hﬂu se- \Aluch will be for initial y science
lected from . The operation will Theraptant will not have a

“In early April we got our full have a wod-square-foot safe for kitchen to create baked goods,

but does have plans for extract-
ing the THC and other can-
nabinoids that are the plants®
active ingredients, About 2,000
patients have registered so far,
with ailments including eancer,
Parkinsons disease, multiple
sclerosis, HIV/AIDs, Crohn's
disease and epilepsy.

Rubwy has contacted laboratories
that will be reguired 1o test hatches
af harvested plant material, bt
il's fon soon to sign agreements, he
said,

0% by soom (o defermine what
marijuani will cost patients, but
Lipton anc Ruby both said they
will seek to make # competitive,
or cheaper than the underground
market, The wehsite priceofweed,
com rates Connecticut's market at
%300 10 3400 per ounce, Partici-
pants in the medical marijuana
program will be ahle to purchase
up ta two-and-a-half sunces per
month.

Vaporization of the drug will

likely become the preferred deliv-
ery method, Ruby said, allowing
patients to inhale the chemical
eonpounds without actually
amoking the material.

“The more health-conscious will
be gravitating toward this,” Ruby
saidl. “And doctors and pharma-
cists will be bedter -.ﬂﬂ»lnnm(ml
preacribed amounts.”

He feeds good about the produe-
ers, including CT Pharmaceutical
Solutions in Portland and Curaleafl
in Simsbury, and their abifity to
meet marked demands,

“Each cares about getting medi-
cine o the patients in & controlled
way,” he saiel. “As a produer, T'm
nat trying to grow a better strain
than David Lipton. We're in com-
petition with peaple who don't
beliewve this is going to work.”
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